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Cuba Township 

Clerk, PRISCILLA H. ROSE 

Exercising your right to vote could not be easier.  Gone is the old requirement of needing a reason to vote 

by mail since Illinois now has “no excuse” voting by mail for everyone.  For your convenience, the Lake 

County Clerk’s office offers a Permanent Voting by Mail program.  Enrollment is easy, environmentally 

friendly (no extra driving) and there’s peace of mind with new ballot tracking online offered by Lake 

County Clerk, Willard Helander. 

 

Enrollment forms are available online at www.VotingByMail.info or by calling the Lake County Clerk’s office 

at (847) 377-2406.  Once completed, forms should be mailed to Lake County Clerk, 18 N. County Street, 

Room 101, Waukegan, IL  60085.  Forms are also available at the Township office.  You may select all 

elections for voting by mail, or just those when there is a high probability for snow and inclement weather.   

 

As always, the Temporarily Absent Student program is recommended for students away at school.  And 

voters who travel seasonally can enroll in the Snowbird program and specify the elections and alternate 

address to which a ballot should be mailed.  Those enrolled in any programs to vote by mail will 

automatically receive their ballot by mail for the elections specified on the enrollment form.  Both of these 

enrollment forms are available at the Township office.  Voters can cancel program enrollment at any time.    

As required by state law, voting by mail requests cannot be processed until 40 days prior to Election Day 

or later, subject to final certification of candidates by the State Board of Elections.  Please note, a voter 

requesting a ballot prior to Election Day is not eligible to receive a ballot on Election Day. 

 

The next election is Tuesday, November 2, 2010.  The final day to register to vote is October 

5, 2010.  Voter registration is available at the Township office Monday through Friday, 9 am to 4 pm.  Two 

forms of identification are required, one must have your current address and one must be a photo i.d.  

Voter registration forms are also available online at www.lakecountyclerk.il.gov/countyclerk/voterservices.  

 

Early Voting will begin at the Township office on Monday, October 11, 2010.  Hours are Monday 

through Friday, 9 am to 4:30 pm and Saturdays, October 16th and 23rd 9 am to 2pm.   Voting hours for 

Saturday, October 30th are 9 am to noon.  To Early Vote at the Township office, you must be a Cuba 

Township resident and have government issued, valid photo i.d.   

 

The elected officials of Cuba Township are pleased to present 

The 10th annual 
 

 
 
 
 

       
Saturday, October 16, 2010 

28160 W. Cuba Road– The Grove 
Barrington 
1 pm to 4 pm 

This fun-filled afternoon is the 10th Fall Festival.  
 Activities for all ages include games,  

 food and live music.  
 

New this year is the  

Collectiques Corner  
Your donations of small, collectible items will be sold to  

benefit the Cuba Township food pantry.  Please read inside  
this newsletter for more information. 

 
Donations to the food pantry of non-perishable, 

non-expired food items and gas and grocery store  
gift cards are appreciated. 

 
 

Questions- Please contact the  
Township office 

At (847) 381-1924 
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In conjunction with Secretary of State, Jesse White, Cuba Township is pleased  

to offer 2 classes for Illinois drivers.   

Both classes will be held at the Cuba Township office at 28000 W. Cuba Road, Barrington, IL 

MOBILE DRIVER SERVICES DAY 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 

10am to 2pm 

Residents can obtain: 

Duplicate driver’s license 

Corrected driver’s license 

Illinois State ID card 

Driver’s license renewal 

Please refer to www.cyberdriveillinois.com 

For more information on fees 

 

RULES OF THE ROAD 
November 10, 2010 

9:30am to 11:30 am 

This class is designed for anyone needing to take the written portion of the driver’s examination. 

The class is offered at no charge, however, a reservation is required. 

No road  test is given on this day 

Please call the Township at (847) 381-1924 to make a reservation 

It has been a busy summer season at Cuba Township.  Our Road District has worked hard to ensure the integrity of all roads in the 

Township, patching paving and repairing.  Work has also been done to improve drainage through the Township.  The Assessor has 

completed the assessments for this year based on the guidelines mandated by the Illinois Department of Revenue and the State of 

Illinois.   The food pantry has been busy distributing non-perishable food items in addition to fresh produce donated by local gardeners.  

And, the Clerk has begun preparations for Early Voting for the November 2, 2010 election. 

 

Cuba Township each year provides mosquito abatement services in the unincorporated areas of the Township.  Through Clarke 

Environmental Services, larviciding is completed periodically throughout the season to kill the mosquito eggs.  With unprecedented 

rains this spring and summer came unprecedented numbers of mosquitoes.  Cuba Township is happy to announce that in addition to 

the ongoing larviciding program, a one time application was performed in late August to combat adult mosquitoes.  To date, no cases of 

West Nile virus have been detected in Cuba Township.  Rest assured that if the virus is detected here, that the Township will respond 

with the appropriate application as recommended by health care professionals.   

 

In these diificult economic times, please know that everyone at Cuba Township works hard to make sure each tax payer dollar is used 

efficiently and to its best use to benefit the Township.  It is our goal to maximize resources, materials, manpower and dollars wherever 

possible.  As always, we welcome your inquiries by mail: 28000 W. Cuba Road, Barrington, IL  60010, by phone: (847) 381-1924,  by  

email: cubatownship@comcast.net or in person at the Township office at 28000 W. Cuba Road, Barrington, IL  60010. 

Supervisor, DAVID F. NELSON 

Fridays at the 

 Cuba Township Road District 
The following items are accepted for recycling  

Paint (May 1ðOct. 15 only) tires, small household electronics, computers 

For more information, please contact the 

 Cuba Township Road District at (847) 381-7793 

  Items are accepted for recycling on Fridays, 

between 7 am and 2:30 pm 
 

Each Friday, beginning October 20, firewood is available for pick-up-One trunk load please 

Your donation of non-perishable food items for the  

Cuba Township food pantry would be appreciated! 
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Highway Commissioner, THOMAS W. GOOCH 

By Barbara Benson 

Donõt leave the assessor òout of the loopó! 

 

Thereõs been a lot of good publicity recently about the revised assessment notice (formerly the “Blue Card) 

and how the county web site (www.lakecountyil.gov) can help taxpayers understand and compare assessment 

information. With the information found on the website, a taxpayer can even prepare an appeal if an assessment seems 

incorrect or unfair. Clearly, good and useful tools for the publicé 

 

BUT é a key piece of information is frequently missing. Often there is no suggestion that the taxpayer contact 

their local assessorõs office ð the office where the whole process begins. Who can explain your assessment better than the person 

who determined it? When people visit or call our office, we can answer questions, provide information and listen to your 

concerns and opinions. Sometimes you have information that we need to consider and often we have information that you 

need to consider. Our office can tell you about the sales data that was used to determine your assessment. We can check 

your property information for accuracy and, if there are errors, we can correct them. We can help you understand the 

assessment process. And even though we sometimes cannot give you the relief you seek in your assessment, 

we should always be able to give you information on how that assessment was determined. 

 

If you have questions about your assessment, we want to answer them. If you know something about your 

property that we don’t, we want to hear it. If our information is wrong, we want to correct it. And in the end, if we simply 

don’t agree, we want to help you understand the appeal process and provide you with the forms to file and any other 

information that you might need. But, we canõt if weõre left out of the loopé 

 

The very first line in the instructions for filing an appeal with the Board of Review states, òIt is strongly 

recommended that the taxpayer discuss their assessment with the Township Assessor prior to filing an appeal with 

the Board of Reviewó. Why? Because, it goes on to say, òmany times the reason for the assessment can be made 

clear and the need for filing an appeal eliminatedó.  

 

Without question, the appeal process is an important safeguard for the taxpayer. It helps to ensure fairness and 

accuracy. And certainly the County web site is making the assessment process more open and taxpayer friendly. It is 

convenient and a great place to start, but…it doesn't always tell the whole story.  

  For that, you need to talk with your Assessorõs office. 

Assessor, REBECCA M. TONIGAN 

Is it a theft in progress?  Last week our Governor, Pat Quinn announced that he was going to "sweep" what he considered to 

be surplus money from the Motor Fuel Tax fund the State of Illinois maintains.  His idea of what is surplus amounts to $50 
million dollars and is a source of revenue to your Road District which is used strictly for road improvement purposes.  Governor 

Quinn promises that he will pay it back "in the future".  Now, I bet you're thinking just exactly what I thought when I heard this, 
based on past performance, we will never see the money again.  What really scares me is that if he gets away with it for one 

month he may well get away with it again and it is a lot of money available to him.  He maintains the state needs this money in 
order to pay general obligations and bills that were due by June 30th that have not been paid due to the states financial condition.  

Interestingly, he is not going to take any of the Illinois Department of Transportation's money.   
  

On a more cheerful note we did get a lot of work done this construction season.  We re-paved smaller roads that were held 
over from last year "in- house" with our own equipment and manpower and we did a lot of drainage work within the Township 
and the villages.  A good collage of photographs of some of the different construction sites appear on the reverse of this page.  

Take a look at your Highway Commissioner being instructed by a part-time student employee on the fine art of shoveling gravel 
as well as our full time staff hard at work with the assistance of the part time summer college employees.  The college work 

force did an outstanding job for us and are to be commended for the hard work they put in.  With their able and hard work we 
were able to install a mile of storm drain this year with numerous catch basins and inlets.  We are winning the battle on drainage 

issues and hopefully with asphalt prices projected to fall next year we will do a better job of getting more paving done 
particularly with the cost-cutting measures we are instigating. 

  
Speaking of cost cutting we have several trucks vintage 1989 to 1995 that were scheduled for replacement.  Seven years ago 

a completely equipped new dump cost about $100,000.00 with computer equipment.  That same truck today is pricing out at 
close to $180,000.00.  We, obviously, with the restraints on our revenue that are occurring and a need to continue installing 

infrastructure improvements, cannot afford to spend that type of money on a truck.  With the talent that we employ here, we 
have decided to embark upon a rehabilitation program of existing equipment and have started with one of the smaller dump 

trucks, a 1995 Ford which has a new transmission and a strong engine.  The dump body which was well rusted was removed, the 
frame sand blasted and filled where necessary and covered over with a rust inhibitor and then spray painted here at the 

Township.  A dump body which had less than a month of use before its owner decided it did not suit his purposes and returned 
it to the dealer was obtained for $1,000.00 and installed on this truck.  The spreader, plow frame and plow were completely 
disassembled, all new hydraulic lines installed and all new electrical lines installed.  The spreader received a new hydraulic pump 

and auger, was sand blasted and powder coated in order to provide rust inhibition and then re-assembled.  All main hydraulic 
lines and electrical lines in the truck were replaced in-house.  In fact, all of the work has been done in-house.  At the same time, 

we updated the salt delivery system to a computer controlled system and in essence will put back on the road this fall a 
completely rebuilt truck which I should think we should get at least another seven years of service out of if not more.   

  
Following the completion of this truck, if you want to stop by and see the work, please do call me.  We are going to begin doing 

the same thing with three of our other older trucks with the view of extending their service life here at the Township and saving 
several hundred thousand dollars over the next five years.  This work is made possible by having certified mechanics and a 

manager of our fleet services who is  capable of doing this type of work in-house.  There are still many municipalities who trade 
trucks in regardless of mileage at the 8-10 year life expectancy and frequently those trucks end up in auction.  We are going to 

begin monitoring  those auctions with the idea of not having to buy strictly brand new trucks in the future but looking for these 
low-mileage 8-10 year old trucks or demonstrators from the various truck equipment companies that come up for sale.  This is 

just another way we are trying to save you tax dollars. 
  

A note about firewood.  We have a lot of firewood available this year, most of it oak, hard elm and maple.  It is hand split 
during the year by community services people from the Lake County probation department working under the supervision of the 
Road District.  We distribute it for free on Fridays following the Fall Festival by the trunk load only.  We cannot and will not 

accommodate people attempting to heat their homes or otherwise wanting to pick up truck loads or trailers full of wood.  There 
are no exceptions to this policy for the simple reason that if we do make exceptions then there is not enough wood for 

everyone.  I do have one request:  When you come to get firewood, would you consider bringing a can or two of food or a 
donation for the food pantry.  The world isn't a happy place these days and even in Cuba Township there are a lot of people I 

have found who are in need of some help.  It is a great way to donate food or the money to buy food every week.  We don't ask 
for much.  A dollar or two or a can or two would be just fine.   
Have a nice fall 

 

 

This is not my usual Cuba Heritage column, instead, I want to introduce you to a new and special activity to be 

held in conjunction with Cuba Townshipôs Fall Festival on October 16, 2010.  COLLECTIQUES CORNER is a 

sale of donated small antiques and collectibles to benefit the CUBA TOWNSHIP FOOD PANTRY. 

 

This has already been announced in my Barrington North Column in the Barrington Courier- Review.  Here is 

how it works.  If you have some small, older items of say, glassware, silver, ceramics, porcelain, small prints, and 

so on, you can bring them to the Cuba Township office up to October 15, and receive a donation slip for your 

donation.   Cash proceeds from the sale, will fund the purchase of items for the Food Pantry that are not always 

included in donations of non-perishable goods that are so generously given on a regular basis by residents. 

 

I am getting this started by putting aside quite a few items, and I can probably find some more collectibles on my 

shelves and in my cupboards.  So I hope that many of you will do the same, and find this a worthwhile thing to do 

for the Food Pantry.  Please bring your items to the Township office anytime, during the hours of  9 a.m. ï 4 p.m. 

Monday thru Friday. I will look forward to being in the booth with all the treasures on October 16.   

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity!  
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